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Cornelia Baltes

Touch

(EXHIBITION) 23.05 — 13.07.2024

(GALLERY)  LIVOURNE 35

Following her debut solo exhibition at Livourne 32 in 2022, we are pleased to announce Cornelia 
Baltes’ second show at the gallery, opening on May 23rd, 2024, in our main space at Livourne 35. 
For this new exhibition, the Berlin-based artist will activate the space with large, vividly pigmented 
paintings built from sprayed gradients, bold gestures, and fine brushwork. 
 
Cornelia Baltes is a sponge, her images absorb the incidental. Based on memories rather than direct 
observation, she develops her paintings from brush sketches that are themselves painted from the 
memory of observational sketching. Works on paper provide a loose foundation for later work.
 
In many of the paintings, minutiae are scrutinized. Everything is fragmented and zoomed in on. Details 
emerge, and glimpses of things are subjected to forensic analysis. First impressions can be misleading. 
While the paintings appear strifeless, their extended gestation and reworking are, in fact, concealed 
under smooth layers of paint, while she repeatedly reworks the image until every line is flawless. 
 
Cornelia Baltes playfully blurs the lines between figuration and abstraction in compositions that never 
quite settle into an unambiguous motif. We may recognize some shapes, birds, or fragmented human 
anatomy frequently appearing with incongruous juxtapositions: smooth calligraphic marks and the 
occasionally hastily drawn oil pastel scrawl. 
 
While Cornelia Baltes acknowledges the critical role of the viewer in completing the work with their 
own readings and associations, her paintings also embody ‘characters’ or ‘personalities’. Her system 
of naming works, which started with short Scandinavian first names, morphed over time into abstract 
last names. They infuse a flexible framework to acknowledge the individuality of the works. Eventually, 
when installed in site-specific ways, the paintings turn into characters on a stage, resulting in a two-
way flow and dialogue between the spectator and the actor.

About the artist

(BORN) 1978, MÖNCHENGLADBACH, GERMANY 
(BASED) BERLIN, GERMANY

Cornelia Baltes graduated from the Slade School of Fine Art; London in 2011. She has exhibited in solo and 
group exhibitions at Andréhn-Schiptjenko Gallery, Stockholm, Sweden; rodolphe janssen, Brussels, Belgium; 
Nino Mier Gallery, Los Angeles, CA USA; Hamburger Kunsthalle, Hamburg, Germany; Deichtorhallen Hamburg, 
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Hamburg, Germany; Kunstmuseum Bonn, Bonn, Germany; Kunstsammlungen Chemnitz, Chemnitz, Germany; 
Museum Wiesbaden, Wiesbaden, Germany; Chapter Arts Center, Cardiff, UK; Mostyn, Llandudno, Wales, UK; 
Northern Gallery for Contemporary Arts, Sunderland, UK; ICA, London, UK; Walker Art Gallery, Liverpool, UK; 
Royal Academy of Arts, London, UK; Kunsthalle Nuremberg, Nuremberg, Germany; Museum Folkwang, Essen, 
Germany, Museum Kunst Palast Dusseldorf, Dusseldorf, Germany, among many others.
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